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KINGoBRIDGi-j  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


CLERK  TO  TEC  COUNCIL 

Council  0 1 rices,  Manor  House,  Kinpsbrid^e,  0. Devon. 

Telephone  i Kind's  bridge  2246 

HUDICAL  OFFICER  CF  HEALTH 

Council  Offices,  Manor  House, 

f lympton . Kinp so ridge . 

Clerk  to  M.O.H.  Miss  Prouse.  Clerk  to  M.O.H,  Miss  Hendrickson 

Telephone;  L lump ton  2244  Telephone:  Kinpsbridue  2004. 

SANITARY  INSPECTORS 

Council  Offices,  Manor  House,  Kinpsbrid^e,  5. Devon. 

Tele ph one  : K in  _ sb r i dp  e 2246. 
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KINGSBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  year,  1943 . 


Medical  Officer  of  Health:  DR.  W,  C.  SMALES , M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  DR,  W»  H.  COWPER,  M.B.,  B.C.H., 

B • A * 0 • 

Surveyor  and  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector:  MR.  N.  C.  HARRIS,  A.I.A.S., 

C »R  • S » I » 

Second  Sanitary  Inspector:  MR.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Inspector  of  Meat  and 

Foods. 

MR.  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I beg  to  present  my  Report  for  the  Year,  1943* 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  - 70,8l8  acres. 

Population  - 11,290 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  the  end  of  1943,  according  to  the 
Rate  Book.  - 3>880. 

Number  of  Unoccupied  Houses  - 37* 

Rateable  Value  - £55 > 555* 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  - £244.9*2d. 

The  area  is  mainly  an  agricultural  one,  although  on  the  coast- 
line many  of  the  inhabitants  are  employed  in  sea-faring  pursuits. 

There  is  an  annual  influx  of  visitors  during  the  holiday  season 
over  the  whole  of  the  district,  to  which  they  are  attracted  by  the 
favourable  climate  and  the  beauty  of  the  surroundings. 

The  conditions  of  employment  and  environs  are  conducive  to  health 
and  longevity. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Total  178 

Legitimate  : 

Male  89 

Feme  le  87 

Illegitimate : 

Ma  le  _6 

Female  __2 

Total  _15. 

95 

96 

191 

BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population:  - 16.91 

STILL  BIRTHS  - Male  - 3,  Female  - 4.  Total  - 7. 

Rate  par  1,000  of  the  total  (live  and  still)  births:  - 35*35 

DEATHS  - l6l 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

14.26. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis  - Nil. 

Deaths  from  other  maternal  causes  - Nil. 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

(a ) All  infants  per  1,000  live  births:  - 26.17 

(b)  Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births:  - 28.40 

(c)  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 illegitimate  live  births  s - Nil. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  eg, as)  : - 27. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  : - 1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  : - Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  : - 1. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 

TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  19M 


f ■ •••  ! 

Total  Cases 

Case 

: s Admitted  Total 

Disease 

Notified 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

9 

— 

Diphtheria 

. ,9 

9 

- 

Cerebr o-Spina 1 

Fever  1 

1 

a 

Erysipelas . 

2 

- 

- 

. 14/ho  oping  C ough 

I 

- 

- 

Measles 

, , 211 

8 

— 

AGS  ANALYSIS  , • 

Scarlet  Fever 

AGS 

ANALYSIS 

Diphtheria 

Under  5 years 

2 

Under  5 years 

i 

Mt  go  M 

2 

1! 

1C 

u 

4 

w v-  It 

1 

tf 

15 

it 

- 

M 2G  " 

2 

- tt 

20 

M 

— 

“ 25  »•  . 

1 

M 

25 

It 

- 

" 3C  ,r 

2 

it 

3C 

It 

2 

M 

35 

It 

2 

10  cases  of  Scarlet  F^ver  were  removed  to  the  Modbury  Auxiliary 
Isolation  Hospital  , 5 being  under  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme 
and  1 an  R.^.F.  patient. 

All  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  admitted  to  Hospital.  One  to 
Swilly  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  remainder  to  the  Modbury  Auxiliary 
Isolation  Hospital. 

211  cases  of  Measles  ware  notified,  8 were  admitted  to  Hospital. 

5 of  these  were  dealt  with  under  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme 

1 R.A.f.  case  of  chicken  pox  was  admitted  to  the  Modbury 
Auxiliary  Isolation  Hospital.-  , 

I 

1 C-Gse  of  Cerebr o-Spinal  Fever  was  admitted  to  the  Swilly 
Isolation  Hospital,  but  the  diagnosis  was  changed  to  Chronic  Nephritis. 

20  cases  1.  f mumps  were  admitted  t the  -Ledbury  y»uxili-2ry 
Sedation  Hospital;  ’ 19  ware  dealt  with  under  the  Government 
Evacuation  Scheme  and . one  was  an  R.A.F.  patient. 

i ' 

OiMBULANCES  ' For . infectious  cases  an  ambulance  is  now  available 
and  is  situated  at  Modbury..  . . ...v 

Fcr  non— infectious  cases  and  accidents,  the  St.John  Ambulance 
Association  provide  an  ambulance. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


NSW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1943 . 

New  Cases  Deaths 


Age  Periods 

M 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F . 

M . F . 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 

— 

1-5  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 -15  years 

' - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

_ 

15-25  years 

4 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— _ 

25-35  years 

/■> 

2 

1 

- 

2 

- 

— - 

35-45  years 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

45-55  years ' 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

55-o  5 years 
65  years  and 

1 

upwards 

- 

-■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— — 

TOTALS 

8 

5 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION.  lSl  children  were  fully  protected 
during  the  year  and  20  children  received  one  injection  only. 


¥ith  the  movement  of  child  population  there  is  difficulty  in 
accurately  estimating  the  percentage  of  children  protected,  but 
it  is  estimated  that  57a  of  the  children  under  five  ars  and 
96£  of  the  children  of  school  age  have  now  been  protected. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  Off  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

THE  PUBLIC  KE/iLTE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY  are  a Medical  Officer 
of  Health  Talso  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ofTlympton  Rural  District 
Council  and  Kingsbridge  Urban  District  Council). 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (occasional) 


Two  whole-time  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

LA  BORA  T OR  Y FA  C I LIT  IBS  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  for  the 
examination  of  milk  and  water  in  addition  to  the  usual  bacteriological 
examinations.  Scale.  H.ayne  College  also  examines  milk  samples  in  cases 
of  suspected  mastitis.  Urgent  bacteriological  specimens  may  be  sent 
to  the  laboratory  at  the  Prince  of  Males  Hospital,  Plymouth. 

PROVISION  OF  uNTI- TOXIN.  Medical  men  practising  in  the  district 
can  obtain  a free  supply  of  anti-toxin.  Material  is  also  supplied  for 
the  immunisation  of  children  of  the  district  against  Diphtheria  free 
of  cost. 

LIST  OF  PUBLIC  VACCINATORS. 

KINGSBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Name  of  Parishes  Name  of  Public  ' Vaccinators 


Char le ton,  Aveton  Gifford, 
Modbury,  Bigbury,  Kingston 
and  Ringmore. 

Blacks  vfbon  and  St  ok ef laming 


Churchstow,  South  Milton* 
Thurle stone , M.alvington , 
Buckland-tout-Saints , East 
Allington,  Loddiswcll  and 
Moo die igh. 


Dr .W.H.Ccwper, 
Kingsbridge . 

Dr .J.G, barren, 
Vicarage  Hill, 
Dartmouth, 


Dr , M.G . Ve  rnique  t , 

Brumfield,  Kingsbridge. 


List  cf  Public  Vaccinators  - Kingsbridge  Rural  District 


Fame  cf  Parishes . 


C on  timed 


Chivelstone,  Sherford, 
Slapton,  South  Pool  and 
St  okenham. 

S. Per tie mouth,  Malborcugh 
and.  South  Huish. 


Fame  cf  Public  Vaccinator 


Dr . W.H. Simon ds , 

Chillington , Kingshridge 

Dr  .D . 0 . Twining , 

Sa  Ic  ombe  . 


Vaccination  Officer;  Mr .K.S. Smith. 


FUR  SING  IF  TH5  HOLE  Fone  provided  by  this  Authority,  but 
the  County  Council  employs  Health  Visitor  in  the  district.  There  are 
seven  District  Furses  whose  services  are  of  greatest  value  in  the 
Rural  District. 


MIDTTIVES . The  Midwives  ^ct  is  administered  by  the  County  Council. 
There  are  five  practising  midwives  in  the  district. 

MATERFITY  & CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE.  There  is  a centre  in 
Kingsbridge  which  is  open” on  th~  1st  and  3^d  Tuesdays  in  each  month. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES  TREATMEFT , At  the  Venerea  1 Disease  Dept., 

City  Hospital,  Plymouth.  Female  in-patients  are  also  sent  tc  St. Mary’s 
Home , Exeter.  A refund  of  rail  or  bus  fare  can  be  made  in  suitable 
cases  by  applying  tc  the  Medical  Officer  cf  the  Centre  or  tc  the 
County  Medical  Officer. 

Treatment  is  also  available  from  a certain  number  cf  selected 
General  Medical  Practiticners  specially  Approved  for  the  purpose  by 
the  County  Council,  and  Minis try cf  Health.  There  is  one  such  practit- 
ioner at  Mcdbury  and  another  at  King' ebr idge . 


ORTHOPAEDIC  TRESTLE  FT  }S(  available  thr-ugh  the  Devon  Asslciati-.n 
for  Orthopaedics  is  In-Patients  .at  Exeter  ind  Ivybridge1,  and  fir  adults 
at  M unt  Geld  H spit  1,  Plymouth.  Fc.r  Out-Patients  there  is  a clinic 
at  Kingsbridge  and  the  South  West  Clinic  which  deals  with  this  district 
as  well  is  held  at  the  Mutley  Hall  Assembly  Rooms,  Plymouth. 

THE  SOUTH  HAMS  COTTAGE  HOSPITAL  provides  beds  for  l6  patients 
from  Kingsbridge  and  the  surrounding  districts :- 


Men’s  Vard 
Women's  Ward 
Children's  Cots 
Private  Wards 


6 beds 
6 beds 
2 

2 (one  bed  each) 


It  is  supported  by  voluntary  effort. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL.  There  is  an  Auxiliary  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Mcdbury,  and  by  arrangement  with  the  Plymouth  City  Council,  some 
infectious  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  may  be  sent  tc  Swilly 
Isolation  Hospital,  Plymouth. 


SAFTTARY  CIRC  DM  ST  DICES  CF  TILS  eREA 

SCHOOLS  There  are  19  Elementary  Schools  in  the  District. 
Inspections  were  carried  cut  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  in  cases 
requiring  further  attention  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


During  the  year  93  notices  were 
who  wore  excluded  frum  school  becaus 
they  were  contacts. 


received  referring,  tc  4l6  children 
e cf  communicable  disease  cr  because 


They  wore  as  fcllcws:- 


Scarlet  Fever 

5 

Chicken  Pox 

63 

Diphtheria 

4 

Measles 

223 

German  Measles 

1 

Ifn coping  Cough 

15 

Mumps 

62 

Ringworm 

1 

Impetigo 

11 

Scabies 

2? 

Influenza 

11 

Jaundice 

8 

WATSR  Certain  portions  cf  the  district  are  supplied  from  the 
mains  of  the  Kingsbridge  and  Salcombe  water  Beard  namely:- 
Avetcn  Gifford,  Buckland-tout-Saints,  East  Prawle,  Dcddiswell, 
Modbury,  She rf  ord,  Sc  uth  kilt.cn,  part  cf  Thur lest one  and  West 
Alvington. 

This  provides  a pure  and  satisfactory  supply  tc  the  Parishes 
named.  Approximately  5 60  have  a piped  water  supply  on  tc  the  he: use , 
and  240  heuses  draw  their  water  from  standpipes. 

The  remainder  of  the  district  rely  cn  local  springs  and  wells 
viz:-  Bigbury,  Blackawtcn,  Char le ten,  East  and  West,  Churchstcw, 

East  Ailing ten,  East  Pcrtlemouth,  Kingston,  Ma lb ore ugh,  Ringmore, 
Slapton,  Stokenham,  Hope,  South  Pool,  St ckef leming , Strete  and 
Wocdleigh.  In  most  cases  these  supplies  are  unsatisfactory  as  tc  . 
quantity,  especially  during  a dry  peried.  Large  distribution  ex- 
tensions from  the  Kingsbridge  and  Salcombe  Water  Beard  mains  were 
contemplated  before  the  war  and  have  been  given  a high  priority 
for  post-war  work  to  be-  undertaken  by  the  Council.  When  these 
extensions  are  complete,  most  cf  the  district  will  be  well  supplied 
with  water. 

t, 

Approximately  600  have  a piped  water  supply  to  the  house,  and 
400  houses  take  their  water  from  standpipes. 

Althogh  materials  and  labour  are  at  a premium  through  war 
conditions,  a number  cf  the  inhabitants  are  taking  water  into  their 
houses.  During  this  year  twenty-three  heuses  were  supplied  direct 
from  the  mains. 

A VET ON  GIFFORD  WATER  SUPPLY.  This  village  is  now  supplied 
direct  from  the  Kingsbridge  and  Salcombe  Water  Board  mains  by  means 
cf  a reducing  valve  and  the  cDd  supply  is  cut  off. 

EAST  PRAifLE  WATER  SUPPLY.  As  a temporary  measure  further 
extensions  from  the  Council's  mains  by  means  of  j|M  galvanized 
piping  has  been  made,  and  the  whole . of  the  village  now  has  a 
satisfactory  and  pure  Wrat^r  supply.  The  twe  wells  which  formally 
supplied  this  village  have  been  closed. 

BEESANDS  - COUNCIL  HOUSES  - BEVERAGE.  A nuisance  having 
arisen  through  the  existing  soaks way  pit  not  functioning,  a n ew 
pit  has  been  built  and  is  working  satisfactorily. 

PETROL  LICENCES  14  licences  were  issued  or  renewed  during 
the  year • y 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES . One  Offensive  Trade,  that  of  a Fellmonger, 
is  carried  on  in  the  district.  It  has  been  regularly  inspected 
and  has  given  no  cause  for  complaint. 


NUISANCES . 23  cl mplaints . were  received  and  these  were  dealt 

with  and  remedied  without  the  necessity  of  serving  notices. 

DAIRIES  AND  COUSEEDS.  There  are  680  dairies  and  cowsheds 
in  the  area,  161  cf  which  were  inspected  during  the  year. 

129  samples  cf  milk  were  taken  by  this  Council,  98  of  which 
were  from  accredited  producers  and  of  these  ^0  passed  and  48  failed. 

The  number  of  accredited  milk  producers  on  the  list  is  4|?. 

BAKEHOUSES . l6  Bakehouses  are  'on  the  register  and  they  are  all 
in  a satisfactc. ry  condition. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES . There  are  in  the  district  21  slaughterhouses. 
These  slaughterhouses  are  net  used  for  slaughtering  except  for 
casualties,  as  the  whole  of'  the  meat  supplied  to  the  district  is. 
dressed  outside  the  area.  3 slaughterhouses  were  inspected  during 
the  year  where  casualties  were  slaughtered. 

I am, 

Ycur  obedient  servant, 

W . C . bMi  cLiliO*  , 


•Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


